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ltasca County IS familiar with iron
ore mining I- historical facts

A First reported disecovery of iron ore outcrop In
1862 on the Prairie River near Grand Rapids

A First iron ore mining about:1902 near Nashwauk

A Home of major research and development
facilities of Hanna Mining Co. and U.S. Steel

A Itasca County has produced more than 600
million tons of‘iron ore
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ltasca County IS familiar with iron
ore mining - current

Current preduction:
Keewatin Taconite [ U.S. Steel Corp.
Mesabi Chief / Magnetation

Developing production:
Keewatin Taconite expansion
Essar Steel Minnesota development
Magnetation facility under development at-Taconite
Magnetation / AK Steel project announcement

Home to two minerals research and development
facilities
Estimates project 20 billion tons or more of in -Situ Iren

[ésources plus resources in existing stockpiles-and
tailings
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Mining-related Planning and
Controls In ltasca County

ltasca County Comprenensive Plan
ltasca County Zoning Ordinance
City comprenensive plans and zoning ordinances

Township involvement in reviewing permit
applications and variance requests

nput:ito DNR'LLands and Minerals and Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency during project
permitting

Coordination with and input-from the-Western
Mesabi Mine Planning Board




ltasca County Comprehensive Plan

Itasca County
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Goals, Objectives and Implementation Tools

The plan sets broad goals to direct the

future growth and development

of the County in the following issue
areas: natural resources, housing and
settlement patterns, agriculture,
commercial and industrial
development, recreation,
transportation, and governmental
cooperation. These goals were
reviewed and updated during a five
month public participation process,
from February i June of 2007 . .. The
goals set forth the vision of
stewardship for the natural, cultural
and human resources of Itasca County
as described by the citizens of the
County during the development of the
Plan. The Planseeks to enhance the
existing character of the County

while preventing the haphazard
development patterns



ltasca County Comprehensive Plan

B. Mining Industry Objective - Support the continuation and expansion of the mining
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industry and encourage value  -added processing and use of mining products and
ensure availability of mineral resources for mining while mitigating the impact on
surrounding areas.

1. Mining industrial zone - Designate industrial zones using the Mining Overlay

Districts, A, B and C with mining as the priority permitted use that includes identified and
potential iron ore mining resources. In addition, designate adjacent lands necessary for
processing minerals and storing overburden, lean ore, tailings and other mining activities.

2. Cooperative planning - Cooperate with the Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board and
encourage coordination with other county and local governmental units.

3. Gravel, aggregate resources, and mining /" Maintain accessibility to these resources.
a. Designate - Locate and identify sand, gravel and aggregate resources.
b. Plan - Plan for long term extraction access to sand and gravel resources.
c. Development - Develop regulations to guide development.

4. Mining/Aggregate operations - Maintain guidelines for visual screening and other methods
to reduce the visual, dust, traffic and other impacts of mining operations on neighboring land
uses.

5. Other mineral resources - Encourage exploration for other mineral resources.

6. Research and technology - Support research and encourage new technologies for

devel opment of the Countyds mineral resources.
7. Mine area reclamation - Facilitate reclamation and stabilization of older mine areas for

potential future use in cooperation with the Mineland Reclamation Division of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation.



ltasca County Zoning Ordinance

Section 1.5 Authority, Scope, Purpose,

A R R W G S W and Intent
OFFIGE OF THE CoUNTY. econpes The purpose of this Ordinance is to
ST implement the goals of the adopted
AR Comprehensive Land Use Plan of Itasca
" s County by estqbllshmg comprehensive
o T Recomes land use regulations  for that portion of

Itasca County, Minnesota, outside the
incorporated limits of municipalities . . .
The provisions of this Ordinance are
adopted to promote the health, safety,
convenience, and general welfare of the
inhabitants of Itasca County and to

Trasca County, MinNgsoTa encourage the most appropriate use of
land in the County . In pursuance of
these purposes, this Ordinance
establishes zoning districts for Itasca
County and regulates the uses of land
and shoreland areas and the use and
construction of all structures in those
zoning districts. This Ordinance also
ot 53000 provides for its administration and
enforcement and for penalties for its
violation.

ZONING ORDINANCE

EFFECTIVE DATE: 03/15/2009




ltasca County Zoning Ordinance

Article 13 IRON MINING OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT

Section 13.1 Purpose

The purpose of the Iron Mining Overlay Zoning District is to provide for current or future heavy
mining activities  that may be governed by Minn. Stats. 93.44-93.51 and separate these uses
from incompatible uses . Support the Comprehensive Land Use Plan by designating industrial
zoning districts using the Iron Mining Overlay Zoning Subdistricts A, B, and C with
mining as the priority Permitted Use that includes identified and potential iron ore
mining resources . The Mining Industry Objectives includes the following:

Continuation and expansion of the mining industry;
Encourage valueadded processing and use of mining products;
Ensure availability of mineral resources for mining while mitigating the impact on surrounding areas; and

Designate adjacent lands necessary for processing minerals and storing overburden, lean ore, tailings, and
other mining activities.

Section 13.2 Geographic boundaries

The Iron Mining Overlay Zoning District consists of the three Subdistricts A, B, and C as defined by the
Official Zoning District Map and may overlay other zoning districts.

13.2.1 Subdistrict A is the sub-crop of the Biwabik Formation less municipalities and the sub-crop of
the Biwabik Formation located in Township 54 Range 26 and Township 54 Range 27, which is
regulated by the underlying zoning district.

13.2.2 Subdistrict B is the permit-to-mine areas or mine disturbed ground; and
13.2.3 Subdistrict C is possible future mining related activities.

Section 13.3 Relationship to Shoreland Overlay Zoning District

When there is a conflict between the provisions of the Iron Mining Overlay Zoning District and the
Shoreland Overlay Zoning District, the Shoreland Overlay Zoning District shall prevail



Itasca County
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ltasca County Zoning Ordinance



