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COORDINATING COMMITTEE

of the 

Laurentian Vision Partnership 

Meeting XIII
Thursday, April 16, 2009 – 9:00 A.M – 12:00 P.M.

Iron Range Resources, Mining and Reclamation Classroom, Chisholm, MN

Objective

To review the status of major activities and actions decided at the January 7, 2009 Laurentian Vision Partnership Meeting and prepare the agenda for the 

May 6, 2009 Laurentian Vision Partnership Quarterly Meeting

	A.    
	Presentations/Updates

	Engineer Design Training

· Two day event

· Well attended 


	Action:
· Presentation by John Koepke – one hour

· Summarize the issues and topics covered

· Theory to practice objective delivered
· Jim Plummer – materials/PowerPoint

	Wetlands Task Force

· Meeting on April 24th w/mining companies
· Phase I & II – done 

· Phase III in progress

· Well attended 
	Action:

· Presentation by Dan Jordan or Barr Engineering – 10 minutes

· Information update only

· Possible bigger presentation at the Fall meeting

	Documenting underground mine workings on the Mesabi Range in GIS format – updates, insights and the road ahead
	Action:

· Presentation by Julie Oreskovich – 30 minutes

· SME presentation

· Innovation grant project

	Brownfield/CIRI


	· MPCA/EPA is CIRI next meeting topic on April 21st 

· Send out notice to LVP members/invite for April 21st
· Update by Jim Plummer – 5 minutes

	Range Readiness Initiative (RRI)
	· Randy Lasky update – 10 minutes

	Minnesota Mining Economic Impacts
	· Dan Jordan – 5 minutes

	United Taconite and KeeTac Innovation Grant Presentations (part of Koepke presentation)


	· Template project

· Summary/overview

· Support

	Legislative & Industry Updates
	· Craig Pagel & Frank Ongaro (Jim Plummer will contact)

· Non-ferrous mining
· Reclamation changes
· Ferrous mining and Polymet Project status
· General session highlights of interest to LVP

· 

	B. 
	Targeting Priority Projects

	1)    
	Mineland Reclamation Projects
	· Dan Jordan overview

· Brian Hiti– budget process/strategy review

	2)
	Innovation Grants – FY 2010
	· Two projects to be presented

	
	· UTAC Innovation Project
	· Revise for May LVP meeting– mail out

· Visual documentation of projected work

· Focus (more natural):

· Sloping ideas (varied)

· Planting innovation

· Profile of dump (active)

· Visible test plot for testing as a pilot – U of M consultants involved
· Visible to public
· Cost: $73,000/$34,320 in-kind UTAC and MNDNR

· Costs to be adjusted down

· Template overlap?

· RGGS – letter of support/access?

· MNDNR – letter of support to be provided
· Timing: mid-June

· MNDNR concerns

· In-kind eligible? After July 1

· Planting timing (spring preferred to avoid unnecessary plant loss)

· Dredge spoils from Duluth harbor for nutrient? 

· Texture

· Weed issues

· Erosion on slopes?

· Access control? RGGS owns.  Future concern.

	 
	· KeeTac Innovation (revise for LVP mail out in May)
	· Focus on Phase II for next year – final sloping/change edges and plantings

· 2009 Phase – planting issue/timing
· Project is similar to UTAC, except it’s a rock stockpile site in the middle of the pit (not visible to the public)

· Sloping

· Vegetation

· Cost

· $70,500 ($43,000 cash) 

· $45,000 NMN

· Expect costs to be less

· Timing

· Early June

· Concerns

· Size of plot

· Planting timing

· MNDNR to provide suggestions to Chris Carlson for modification

	3)  
	Land Template Design Proposal to Iron Ore Cooperative
	· Application to Iron Ore Research Cooperative

· $159,600 request

· May decision

· Came out of Engineer Training Workshop

· Models to be used:

· Lake Vermillion

· Lake Superior area

· All models will cover:

· Northside

· Southside

· Stockpiles

· Advisory Committee involved?

· Outcome of project:
· Numerous templates to guide natural landscape developments

· Sloping

· Planting

· Types of conditions
· Use over and over vs. having to design each project individually

· Future project identification with mining companies

	4)   
	SME Conference highlights 
	· Already covered in the agenda topics we have identified

	C. 
	Facilitating Regional Visioning/LVP Coordinators Report

	LVP Coordinator’s Report


	· Web site – uploaded all PowerPoint presentations and have newest Google Analytics summary
· Next meeting, May 27th, 9:00 – 12:30, confirm with John Koepke

	D. 
	Delivering Tools and Resources

	LVP link to RRI Web sites
	·  Jim Plummer will check on this.

	Lee Bloomquist 
	· UMD Mining Economic Impact Study on LVP and RRI web site or both with links to provide broadest access.

	LVP Mining 101 Brochure
	· Jim Selner preparing the draft and is in process
· May 20th target completion date
· Action:  Send to Coordinating Committee for review with completed

	GIS Collaborative Project Update

	· Action: Update requested and to be provided by Andy Hubley, ARDC

	Large Scale Project Map Update
	· Action: Quarterly update request of members by Tim Pastika

	E. 
	Regional Group Updates

	East Range Readiness
	· Update on PolyMet & Mesabi Nugget Projects
· Shooting Range project update

	Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board
	· Canisteo Pit project update

	Other regions?
	· To be determined

	F. 
	Future Presentations and Topics – 2009

	#1 Industry Update - Fall
	· Essar

· Mesabi Nugget

· Other

	Ash River Nutrino Recovery Project
	· Marvin Marshak


	Renewable Energy
	· More discussion needed


	G. 
	Timing/Agenda Outline for May 27th Meeting

	
	Presentations in May:
	Presenter:
	Time:

	
	MnDOT 169
	· Julie Oreskovich
· John Engesser will invite
	· 30 minutes

	
	Legislative/Industry Update
	· Craig Pagel, IMA
· Frank Ongaro, Mining Mn
	· 30 minutes

· 10 min. talk

· 5 min. Q/A

	
	“Landscape Designs & Project Implementation”

a) Workshop

b) Temp proposal

c) Two innovation grants
	· John Koepke

· Julie Varichak
· Larry Schmelzer
· Jim Plummer
	· 60 minutes

	
	Reports:
	Information to be shared:
	Time:

	
	Targeting Priority Projects
	· Reclamation Grants
· Wetlands Task Force Update
· Brownfield Project Update
	· 15 minutes

	
	Tools & Resources
	· GIS

· UMD Mining Impacts Report

· Range Readiness Initiative
	· 15 minutes

	
	Coordinators Report
	· Brochure 101
	· 5 minutes

	
	Regional Groups
	
	· 15 minutes

	
	Other Topics
	Discussion
	· 10 minutes

	
	Next Meeting Date
	
	

	H. Meeting Participants

	· Anttila, Curt
	East Range Joint Powers Board
	erjpb@cpinternet.com
	(218) 229-3671

	· Engesser, John
	DNR
	john.engesser@dnr.state.mn.us
	(218) 231-8448

	· Hiti, Brian
	Iron Range Resources
	brian.hiti@state.mn.us
	(218) 744-7400 x 2

	· Jagunich, Anne
	DNR LAM
	anne.jagunich@dnr.state.mn.us
	(218) 231-8456

	· Jordan, Dan
	Iron Range Resources
	dan.jordan@state.mn.us
	(218) 254-7967

	· Jordan, Julie
	DNR LAM
	julie.jordan@dnr.state.mn.us
	(218) 231-8457

	· Lasky, Randy
	Northspan Group
	rlasky@northspan.org
	(218) 529-7561

	· Learmont, Doug
	WMMPB
	dlearmon@2z.net
	(218) 326-0384

	· Pastika, Tim
	MN DNR Lands & Minerals
	tim.pastika@dnr.state.mn.us
	(218) 231-8467

	· Plummer, Jim
	Iron Range Resources
	jim.plummer@state.mn.us
	(218) 254-7967

	· Varichak, Julie
	Cliffs Natural Resources
	julie.varichak@cliffsnr.com
	(218) 969-4785
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