Innovation Grant History

FY 2006-2010
The Iron Range Resources Innovation Grant Program is designed to implement the mission of Laurentian Vision Partnership of “transforming pits and piles into living lakes and landscapes…our legacy for the future.”  
FY06 - Mountain Iron Economic Development Authority:  Mesabi Mountain Wind Coalition
The grant was to identify and develop renewable wind generation across the Iron Range at various mining sites.  
Grant Amount:
$139,000

Total Project:

$389,467

Project Contributors:
Minnesota Power, Mountain Iron Economic Development Authority, MNSCU, Cerkvenik, Carrol.
FY07 - MN Extension Service: Biomass Fiber Production for Energy/Fuel on Mine Land Reclamation at United Taconite
The project grew switch grass on a tailings basin to provide an alternative source of biomass for the green energy industry.

Grant Amount:
$53,531
Total Project 

$158,099
Project Contributors:
MN Extension Service, United Taconite
FY08 – MN Department of Natural Resources: Underground Mine Mapping. Grant Amount $150,000 Total Project $300,000
The Underground Mine Mapping Project graphically documented the extensive network of sub-surface mines across the Iron Range.  
Grant Amount:
$150,000

Total Project

$300,000

Project Contributors:
ArcelorMittal, USS Mintac, Cliffs Natural Resources, MNDOT, St. Louis County

FY 09 - University of Minnesota School of Landscape Architecture: United Taconite Stockpile #1406

The United Taconite project innovatively shaped and vegetated a surface overburden stockpile adjacent to the heavily traveled Highway 53 corridor.
Grant Amount:
$72,150

Total Project

$98,870

Project Contributors:
U or M School of Landscape Architecture, Cliffs Natural Resources, MNDNR Lands and Minerals. 
FY 09 - University of Minnesota School of Landscape Architecture:  Keetac Stockpile #43

The Keetac Stockpile #43 project 
The project will shape and vegetate a rock stockpile.  Rock stockpiles are significantly more challenging to contour and vegetate than overburden stockpiles.  

Grant Amount:
$51,490

Total Project

$82,440

Project Contributors:
U of M School of Landscape Architecture, Cliffs Natural Resources, MNDNR Lands and Minerals. 

FY10 - City of Hibbing:  Hibbing Taconite - Pit Lake Littoral Zone and Associated Upland Development Project

The project will design and build new mine pit lake shoreline, shallow pit lake areas suitable for aquatic life, fish spawning areas, islands and usable upland areas.  
Grant Amount:
$100,000

Total Project

$107,920

Project Contributors:
Cliffs Natural Resources, City of Hibbing, MNDNR Lands and Minerals, Architectural Resources, Inc., Applied Insights North, Braun Intertech, Inc.
FY 10 - University of Minnesota School of Landscape Architecture:  Hibbing Taconite - Stockpiles 4090 and 5012

The project will build, reshape and vegetate two stockpiles adjacent to Kleffman Road, a busy county road three miles east of Hibbing and one mile north of Kelly Lake.  
Grant Amount:
$100,000
Total Project:

$341,210
Project Contributors:
U of M School of Landscape Architecture, Cliffs Natural Resources, MNDNR Lands and Minerals.
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